JOHN   EVELYN

In a passage which gives us a good insight into his

own disposition Evelyn writes:

"I minded my Books and my Garden, and the circle
was big enough for me. I aspired to no offers,
no titles, no favours at Court, and really was hardly
known to those next neighbours of mine, whom I had
lived almost twenty years by: but the Country where
this Lady lived I had much aversion to, for the
reasons you may guess."

Circumstances brought them together and personal
knowledge of her made him change his opinion.

"This lady keeping her chamber caused me one day
to dine with her, which I took kindly, because 'twas
without affectation and with no danger of surfeiting.

But her conversation was a treat."

What struck him chiefly in this girl of eighteen,
who was thirty-two years younger than himself, was
that such disciplined piety could exist in so unfavour-
able an atmosphere. He describes how she

"passed thro9 all those turbulent waters without so
much as the least stain or tincture in her crystal,
with her Piety grew up her Wit which was so
sparkling, accompanied with a Judgment and
Eloquence so extraordinary, a Beauty and Air so
charming and lovely, In a word, an address so
universally taking that, after a few years, the Court
never saw or had seen such a Constellation of perfec-
tions amongst all their splendid circles."
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